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Certification Submissions 
Process

1. Uniform submission process
• Contact information
• Local workforce development area
• Certification information
• Business/Industry requesting the certification - developing

2. Submission form on KWIB website
• KWIB will distribute recommendations to local WIBs

3. KWIB send to OCTE
• Consultants review with BEAT team

Career & Technical Education Certification Process - 
Kentucky Workforce Innovation Board
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Certification Submissions 
Process

4. CTE Certification Review Workgroup
• Workgroup Meetings - Schedule & Meeting Packets

5. Education Attainment Committee
• Strategic Committee Meetings - Schedule & Meeting Packets

6. KWIB Board Meeting 
• KWIB Quarterly Board Meeting Information - Schedule, Meeting Packets, & 

Minutes
*Quarterly meetings are posted on KWIB.ky.gov

Career & Technical Education Certification Process - 
Kentucky Workforce Innovation Board
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KY's NEW Top 5 In-Demand Sectors
1. Healthcare

2. Manufacturing and Logistics

3. Construction

4. Education

5. Professional, Scientific and 
Technical Services (PS&TS)

Kentucky’s Top Five In-Demand Sectors.pdf
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Accountability 

There are no changes to state accountability for the 2025-2026 school 
year. There are five (5) options for meeting career readiness:
1. Industry Certification(s) (with an extra 0.25 points in accountability for those 

identified as high demand)
2. End-of-Program Assessment (for articulated credit)
3. CTE Dual Credit (a minimum of 3 hours and a grade of “C” or higher)
4. Co-op or Internships (a minimum of 300 on-the-job hours with a passing grade)
5. TRACK: Tech Ready Apprentices for Careers in Kentucky Certificate
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Standalones



Stacked Credentials



OCTE Website: 
education.ky.gov/CTE

1. Career & Technical 
Education 

2. Resources – Career 
and Technical 
Education Resources

2024-2025 Valid Industry 
Certifications (version 1.0)
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Industry Certification Funds

Funding is available for students who are specifically identified as free/reduced lunch in 
Infinite Campus AND have completed two credits in a KDE-approved career pathway

• Funds provided through the Office of Career and Technical Education (OCTE) budget 
to pay the cost of one stand-alone or one stack of Kentucky Workforce Innovation 
Board (KWIB) approved industry certifications from the 2024-2025 valid list.

• Allocations/award notifications will be posted to the KDE state grants page when 
they are available.
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Program Revalidation



Story Time with Tom

Challenge: Inconsistent Terminology (KDE Standards)

Impact: Fragmented Efforts within the OCTE

Solution: Develop common language & unified guidance



CETCS’s Partnership

Where we’re going?

• Consistent Pathway Standards – with course code alignment.

• Unified look & terminology

• Comprehensive guidance documents - Revalidation calendar, Pathways 
manual – OCTE process documents, Training materials for district leaders 
& teachers



It all starts with workforce…

• Business and Education Alignment Taskforce (BEAT)
• Program Area Leaders Forum
• Futuring Panels

• Untainted workforce voice (and only workforce voice)
• Review and feedback on pathway offerings and emerging pathways
• Review and feedback on current standards
• Review and feedback on current and emerging industry certifications



Curriculum committees take the 
lead…

• Synthesize Feedback: BEAT, Futuring Panel, Leaders Forum 

• Assess Current Resources: Standards, Certifications, EOPs 

• Integrate Industry Insights: Evaluate & Modify Standards 

• Update & Align: Standards, Certifications, Courses 

• Strategize Resources: Planning & Provisioning 



It all boils down to two things…

Workforce tells us 
“WHAT” to teach  

Educators tells us “HOW” 
to teach

Our role is to provide clear 
communication and 

resources, empowering KY 
CTE teachers to deliver 

effective, industry-relevant 
content that rigorously 

prepares our future 
workforce.



Getting the word out…

Primary source for Program & Pathway 
Updates

KACTE Summer 
Program

Ongoing Standards & Pathway 
Revisions

OCTE 
Communications

Professional Development aligned with 
Standards that highlight revisionsConsultant PD



CTECS Partnerships include…
Construction Technology 

• Air Conditioning Technology 
• Building Construction Technology 
• Construction Carpentry Technology 
• Electrical Technology 
• Heavy Equipment 
• Masonry 
• Plumbing 



CTECS Partnerships include…

Education And Training
• Teaching and Learning



CTECS Partnerships include…

Transportation
• Automotive Education
• Collision Repair Technology
• Diesel/Medium-Heavy Truck 

Technology
• Flight And Aviation



CTECS Partnerships include…
Manufacturing Technology

• Industrial Maintenance Technology
• Manufacturing Hybrid
• Metal Fabrication
• Welding Technology
• Wood Manufacturing
• Computer-Aided Design (CAD)
• Computerized Manufacturing And 

Machining



Pathway Modifications

Pathway Modification - Districts can modify state-approved pathways 
(minor changes only).

Criteria for Approval: Modifications must not alter the pathway's 
defined postsecondary opportunities that support:
Specialized Business & Industry Needs
Innovative Concepts for KY Industry & Economic Development
Scope of Proposed Pathway
Labor Market Information & Employer Demand



New Pathways

New Pathway Creation - Approval of new career pathways not 
included within the State Programs of Study Directory.

Criteria for Approval:
Specialized Business & Industry Needs
Innovative Concepts for KY Industry & Economic Development
Scope of Proposed Pathway
Labor Market Information & Employer Demand
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