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923 non-Seniors took the exam in 15/16

Grade

Pass rate = 75%



Project Scope (2016-2017)

• IDCTE needed to provide training and clarification on ALL
assessments before promoting assessment results and 
improving pass rates.



General Timeline
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Reports

Perkins V analysis (5S4)
Future: PowerBI reports



Ongoing efforts



Assessment test tickets

• 20/21
• TSA 157 unmatched students 
• WRA >$10,000 (1,000 bad test tx)

• Districts created own test tickets

• 21/22
• TSA 217 unmatched students 
• WRA 477 



Test tickets

Student 
information 
system (SIS)

SLDS IDCTE CTECS Ready for 
districts

SIS API to 
CTECS

Ready for 
districts

Ideal/Future State

Current state



What is SkillStack®?



Introduction Video



Background and policy

viii. Microcertification
A credential in a narrowly focused area within career-technical education (CTE) or academic program that 
confirms mastery of a specific industry-related skillset or topic. Completion of multiple microcertification courses 
may lead to a certificate.

Idaho State Board of Education Policy III. E. 1. a (2019)

• Funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training 
Administration.

• Platform specifically developed for Idaho needs.
• Statewide approach for consistency
• Ongoing yearly allocation for system enhancements

Background

Policy III.E. 
Workgroup 2022

https://boardofed.idaho.gov/board-policies-rules/board-policies/higher-education-affairs-section-iii/iii-e-certificates-and-degrees/


Journey and Challenges

• Adoption (low participation)
• Employer recognition
• Lack of knowledge around digital badges
• Administrative/workload
• COVID
• Different stakeholders and different needs

• Educators, Legislature, Employers, Students

Chicken and Egg… by Visual Thinkery is licensed 
under CC-BY-ND

https://bryanmmathers.com/chicken-and-egg/
https://visualthinkery.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/


Badges issued, >81,000

Over 25,000 
unique learners 

have been 
awarded at least 

one badge!

518 1,921 

7,811 6,105 

11,152 

19,470 

35,012 

 -

 5,000

 10,000

 15,000

 20,000

 25,000

 30,000

 35,000

 40,000

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22
School Year



Program Quality

• Program alignment process

Postsecondary
• Microcredential Development 

template
• Consultation
• Collaboration - review
• Creation

How?
1. Program 
Standards

2. Criticality 
Survey

3. Develop 
Secondary 

Assessments

4. Alignment
5. Create 

SkillStack® 
badges

6. Instruction 
and 

assessment

7. Award 
SkillStack® 

badges



Tracking progress and sharing badges 

Learners can track their progress in a unique portfolio and share badges 
with family, friends, colleagues, employers, and more!

• Download or export badges or certificate
• Share badge(s) in many ways

• Track progress towards a stacked badges
• See date completed for skills and badges



Metadata

Digital badges:

https://openbadges.org/

•Data-rich
Verifiable
Portable
Stackable
Sharable

“Open Badges is the world's leading format for digital badges. Open 
Badges is not a specific product or platform, but a type of digital badge that is 

verifiable, portable, and packed with information about skills and achievements”

https://openbadges.org/
https://youtu.be/J8jEUdFSbl4


SkillStack® Recruit
Verified industry partners can login, identify a specific set of microcredentials related to their 
hiring needs, and send a customized email to potential candidates that possess the desired 
skills – all within the SkillStack® platform.

1. Select a region
2. Identify badges that 

meet employer 
needs

3. Send custom 
recruiting email



Growth and Partners

•Credit articulation, program quality, assessment validation, workforce readinessSecondary (High School) Pathways

•Stackable badges within certificate or degree pathways, credit for prior learningPostsecondary (Higher Education) Institutions

•Employee professional developmentBoise State University

•Local industry needs and wage progressionWorkforce Training Centers

•CTE programs and re-entry skills Skill Stack - Idaho Dept. of CorrectionIdaho Department of Correction

•Youth career explorationIdaho Department of Juvenile Corrections

• Apprenticeship Expansion, Equity, and Innovation grantUS/ID Department of Labor

•Wisdom Ranch Gap Year Program and Sho-Ban High School ProgramsOther Educational Entities

https://reentry.idaho.gov/skill-stack/


IDCTE is a member of 1EdTech (formerly 
IMS Global)
• Conversations/relationships helped us move SkillStack(R) forward
• IDCTE is only using Open Badge at this time

• SkillStack(R) is 1 of 26 certified badging entities in the world

Invitation to attend 
1EdTech 

Conferences



Digital Credentials and Pathways

https://youtu.be/J8jEUdFSbl4


Digital Credentials Ecosystem

https://youtu.be/J8jEUdFSbl4


Our community of leaders across K-
12, higher education, and corporate 
learning provide coordinated 
leadership that improves the edtech
ecosystem for every learner.

https://youtu.be/J8jEUdFSbl4


Standards Work
State Specific Department/Agency 1EdTech Additional

California California Dept of Education
Publishing some academic standards 
in CASE

Kentucky Kentucky Dept of Education Contributing Member with 1EdTech

Maine Maine Dept of Education
Publishing some academic standards 
in CASE

Nevada Nevada Dept of Education
Publishing some academic standards 
in CASE

South 
Carolina

South Carolina Dept of 
Education Contributing Member with 1EdTech

To help level playing field for students, 
educators, and staff, the dept. of education 
acquired 1EdTech memberships for 82 Local 
Education Agencies.

South 
Carolina

South Carolina Department of 
Education

Publishing many academic and CTE 
Standards in CASE

CTE Standards Ex: 
https://casenetwork.imsglobal.org/vsalt/in
dex.html#/cftree/doc/2648

Virginia Virtual Virginia Contributing Member with 1EdTech

Virginia Virtual Virginia
Publishing some academic standards 
in CASE

https://casenetwork.imsglobal.org/vsalt/index.html#/cftree/doc/2648
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