
Program Alignment in Idaho

CTECS Community of Practice
October 20, 2015

Susan L. Johnson | Program Standards Coordinator



Professional-Technical Education System

Idaho State Board
Of Education

Division of 
Professional-

Technical 
Education

Office of the State 
Board of 

Education

Department of 
Education

2



Professional-Technical Education
in Idaho

• Spans education levels
• High School
• Technical College
• Adult

• Jobs that require 
other than a 
4-year degree
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Professional-Technical Education System

Division of Professional-
Technical Education

Secondary 
Schools

Comprehensive 
High Schools

Professional 
Technical 
Schools

Technical 
Colleges

NIC, LCSC, CWI, 
CSI, ISU, EITC
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94% of high school  
PTE completers

91% technical 
college PTE completers

64% high school PTE 
program completers go 

to college
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Initiatives

• Program of Study Framework
• Program Standards
• State-Approved Technical Skill Assessments

• Program Alignment
• Increase “Go On” and

College Completion
Rate
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Changes to TSA’s

8

• Consistent, Valid and Reliable Assessments
• PTE Seniors that are workplace ready
• Preparation of Capstone students for the 

rigors and technical challenges of work 
and college



Industry Certifications
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• Programs follow Industry Standards
• We support Industry Certifications, but not 

in place of TSA
• Results data not available from most 

Industry Certifications
• “Fast Forward” funds available to pay for 

Industry Certifications



Program Alignment Initiative
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• Increase transition of secondary 
concentrators

• Create consistent avenue of access to 
programs for secondary graduates

• Substantiate Dual Credit/SkillStack
opportunities

• Develop the basis for consistent Vertical 
Alignment with secondary pathways

• Ensure ongoing collaboration between 
secondary/postsecondary programs
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TSAs, Badges & Postsecondary Credit
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Automotive Technology Fundamentals & Safety 
Badge
• Successful completion of S/P 2
• Successful completion of Idaho Automotive 

Technology Technical Skills Assessment

Electrical Systems Badge
• Successful completion of written assessment 

administered by postsecondary faculty.
• Successful completion of performance 

assessment administered by postsecondary 
faculty.



Real skills. Real careers.
Real world.
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